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FOWEY  BOROUGH  COUl\TGIL. 


aNHUaL  liAPOi'ff 

of  the 


MEDICiYL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the 

YEAR  1949 


J.G.S.TURIISR, 

M.B,,  Cli.B,  j D.PoH, 


±0  file  Lfyopj  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Fowey, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I liave  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1949, 

' ■ It  is  to  be  regretted  that  both  the  Officers  who  carried 
out  the  work  have  retired,  Dr.Bozman  to  take  up  a post  abroad  arid 
Dr.Aitchison  because  of  ill  health. 

The  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Borough  presents  satisfactory 
picture  amd  for  the  second  year  in  succession  there 'have  been  no 
infant  deaths.  The  birth  and  death  rates  are  abnomal  owing-  to  the 
large  number  of  old  and  invalid  immigrant  persons  who  seek  health 
or  a pleasant  retirement  in  the  town.  On  correction  for  age 
distribution  the  birth  and  death  rates  come  within  the  normal  range. 

After  a long  absence  Poliomyelitis  made  its  reappearance 
and  did  considerable  damage  to  children.  This  disease  with  its 
crippling  results  causes  alarm  out  of  proportion  to  its  true 
importance.  Tuberculosis  with  , its  steady  drain  on 'health  remains 
the  major  scourge,  . , ■ 

t * 

The  housing  situation  is  not  satisfactory  as  many  old,  damp 
and  ill-ve lit ilated  houses  should  be  replaced,  and  the  housing  list 
is  long,  . ■ 

I wish  to  express  thanics  to  Mr, Armstrong  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  to  his  staff  for  their  work,  Thanlcs  are  due  also  to 
Mr.Gatley  the  Town  Clerk  aifl  his  Deputy,  and  to  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  interest' in  and  support  of  efforts 
made  to  improve  conditions. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sirs, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.GoS.TURlIER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


SECTION  i:^ 


aNEa  - (In  acres)  2,979,  The  District  consists  of  the  town 
of  Fowey  with  a rural  hinterlani.  The  town  which  is  of  considerable 
historic  interest  is  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Fowey,  The 
seaport  is  concerned  mainly  with  the  export  of  China  Clay, 


POPUbaTION. - The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the 
population  for  the  mid-year  1949  to  be  2,176,  an  increase  of  77, 


NUlviBEH  OF  II'FLIBITED  HOUSES  - ^-iCCording'  to  the  rate  book,  the 
number  of  iidiabited  houses  is  752,  The  rateable  value  is  £17,622 
with  a Penny  Rate  producing  £72,0s,8d. 

The  town  has  maintained  its  reputation  as  holiday  resort, 

iviLii'T.J10ii.0i-j0GICjj.L  REPORT  for 1949 . 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  32,02”  compared  with  an  annual 
average  (1912  - 48)  of  36,13”,  The  first  eight  months  rainfall  was 
12,94”  compared  with  11,20”  for  a similar  period  in  1921  when  the 
total  rainfall  was  18,99”,  Rain  was  recorded  on  150  days  compared 
with  155  during  1921  and.  ah  average  of  185  over  the  years. 

Sunshine  was  recorded  during  1,883  hours,  this  being,  the 
highest  on  record^ 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  summer  months  May  - August  was 
59,4*^F  being-20F  above  the  average, 

' The' 'Warmest  month  was  July  with  a mean,  day  temperature  of 
71,4^F<  and.  a night  temperature  of  56, ^‘^F.  The  warmest  day  was 
June  27th,'  when  SS'^F  was  recorded. 

Frost  was  recorded  on  4 days,  hail  on  9,  fog  on  15  and  thunder 
on  5 days. 
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SUIVkI,:j\Y  OF  VlTiJL,  STi^^TISTIGS. 


xirea  (In  acres) 

0 • • 

• • jl 

2,979 

Population  ...  ,., 

, t • • 

• • • 

2,176 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

• * • 

752 

Fiateable  Value  * , , , , , 

• • • 

• 0 • 

...  £17,622 

Product  of  a Penny  Kate 

0 • t 

V • 0 

£72 

LIVuJ]  BIRTHS,. 
Legitimate 
Hlegitiniate 


STULL  3 ELKS . 


T OT,riij_ 

(^.11  causes) 


Nil. 


V.Ja  1 pi  Q . 

10,33. 


16,70 


0.0 


0,  39 


i'O  19  35  16.08  11,7 

Oorrected  rate  , 12,07 


Lji.T.ujLl\ljhL  D.iiui;.THiD.  . , Nil « 

(Infant  Mortality)  - . /*Nil, 

■De_atii£,  linden. . 2...  Yaajia,  .gf,  ^p:e. 

(iUnteritis  & Diarrhoea)  Nil. 
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Gi^US^S  OF  DF^iTH 


SL 


The  followiiTg'  is  a list  of  the'  causes  of  death  in 
acpor^ance  v-;ith  the  Interuational  List  of  Causes  of  Death  1938, 


Male . Female . Total. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

ZL 

~ • 

5. 

6, 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
1 o . 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 
23, 
ozi. 

25. 

26, 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 
36. 
36. 


Typhoid  and  Psrat^rphoid  Fever  ... 
Cerebro- spinal  Fever  ...  ..., 

Scarlpt  Fever  o..  . .... 

Vyhooping-  Gough  ...  ...  ..» 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  . . . ' 

Tuberculosis  of  hespiratory  System 
Tuberculosis  - other  forms  . . . 
Syphilitic  Diseases  ...  ... 

Ini lue  naa  ...  .o.  ... 

I'leasles  ...  . . . • ... 

i^c , Poliomyelitis  and  Poliocencephalit is 

j-i.c . IxxC.  -jncephal  it  IS  ...  ...  .. 

Cancer  of  Fuccal  Cavity j Oesphagus  (n) 
and  Uterus  (F) 

,,Canc,er  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
. Cancer  of  Breast-.  ... 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
Diabetes  ...  ... 

Intra -Cranial  Le  s ions 
Heart  Disease  . . . 

other  disorders  of  circulatory  system 
..  j.  0 pc  ii  it  is  ...  ...  ... 

pneumonia  ...  ...  ... 

Other  hespiratory  disorders  ... 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  ai'b.  Duodenum  ,,, 
Diarrhoea  (Under  2 years)  ... 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ... 

Other  digestive  disorders  ... 

,'-'b  p ii.r  it  IS  ...  ...  ... 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis 
Other  Maternal  causes  ...  ... 

Premature  Birth  ... 

Congenital  iialformation  ard  Birth  Injury 
Su  ic  lo.e  ...  ...  ...  ...  •• 

head  Traffic  rxcidents  ... 

Other  violent  causes  ...  ... 

.xll  other  causes  ...  ... 


• • o 

0 0 4 


• 90 

• 0 0 

• • • 

• « 0 
e 0 • 


1 


2 

4 

1 

1 


1 

2 

4 

5 
2 
1 
1 


1 

1 


16 


19 


35 


0*0 


0 0 0 


• • 


I IHCOCOCDO^IO^H 
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SiilCTIQN  B. 

PROVISION  OF  H^u-.Txi  Si^lriyiC^S. 


PUBi^IG  IIiiaLTH  QFx''IC:J;RS, 

1*  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Dr.Bozman  O.B.B,  M^B.  Gh,B,  D.P.H, 

1st,  January  - 17tli,  March, 
Dr.Aitchison,  M.G.  M.^,  M,B,  Gh.B, 
B.Sc,  D.P.H.  11th,  June  - 31st, Dec, 

2.  Sanitary  . Inspect. qx  (Part-time) 

J.W, Armstrong 5 San,  I, 

Lj-3 OBu .T pay  F. X’ A-i IT JD S . ^^11  investigations  were  carried  out  at^the^ 
Royal  Gornwall  InitiTxiary , Truro  where  mate  rail  for  investigation 
is  sent, 

DIPHTHGliL;.  ■n.nTHQXIK.  A supply  of  ^^ntitoxin  is  maintained  at  the 
xfealth  ^rea  Offices  St, Austell  aM  is  obtainable  by  Medical 
Practitioners  on  request, 

jU»3IILu;).IC!A  S^IiVIGH.  The  ambulance  service  is  provided  from  the 
main  centre  at  St.^ustell,  but  Fowey  posesses  its  ovi/n 
ambulance  and  this  operates  in  the  evenings  and  at  weekends. 
Thanks  are  due  to  the  St.John  Brigade  for  their  co-operation 
and  service  throughout  the  year.  Thanks  are  also  due  to 
Mrs, Batchelor  the  Organiser  of  the  "ospital  Car  Service  and 
to  the  many  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  provided  car  transport 
at  all  times  on  request, 

HUiiSIhG  IN  TILj  HGlvA.  The  establishment  of  nurses  for  the  area 
is  one  Health  Visitor  - Nurse  - Midwife, 

M.>THANITY  CHILD  hHLFi^.Ro.  It  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  set 
up  a Welfare  Centre  <,  but  negotiations  are  proceeding  with 
regard  to  the  Donlcey  Field  Site, 

HOSPITi JjS,  The  tovm  lias  a small  Cottage  Hospital  consisting  of 
thirteen  beds  and  one  cot, 

DOilASTIG  HulLP  SDAViC^.  This  service  with  an  establishment  of  one 
full-time  Home  Kelp  has  been  mo  si?  ably  organised  by  Mrs.Dando, 
total  of  eight  persons  were  helped  of  whom  one  was  a 
maternity  case,  32%  of  the  cost  of  the  service  was  recovered, 

■riFTDR  Gi-hiLl.  No  expenditure  was  incurred. 
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ajuT.JcY  COlQITVQiiS  OF  TliE]  DIST--JGT. 


Tlie  general  supply  was  insufficient  during  the  year.  The 
supply  is  collected  mainly  from  sli3.11ow  spring’s j and  these  are 
affected  by  the  rainfall  which  for  tne  past  years  has  been  below 
the  average.  ^ 

Practically  the  whole  area  has  a main  supply  available  and 
693  properties  are  properly  connected.  liino  properties  have  a 
private  piped  supply.  There  is  also  a private  supply  to  the  centre 
of  the  hamlet  Polkerris  vfnere  ten  of  the  twenty-two  properties 
have  piped  the  water  to  their  own  houses.  At  Polnear  with  eleven 
habitations  the  vi/ater  supply  is  from  a well  and  punipj  but  the 
St.x.ustell  Urban  District  Council  main  is  available  and  three  of 
the  houses  take  their  supply  from  this  source,  ^-^.t  Hambland  a well 
and  pump  supply  the  five  houses  and  there  are  seven  farms  and  five 
cottages  v^/ith  various  well  water  supplies. 


DIL  - jit  xGgj  ..-f  AnA.  j-G-l-'j  »_ 

The  main  drainage  of  the  town  discharges  into  the  de.,ep  water 
channel  of  the  rive.  Some  of  the  drains  were  discharging  on  tlie 
fore-sho.re  owing  to  choked  or  broken  pipes,  and  most  of  these  have 
been  remedied, 

ho  complaints  have  been  received  of  any  sewage  being  washed 
back  on  to  the  various  beaches.  Seventeen  visits  were  made  to 
properties  to  test  alterations  and.  new  drainage  systems, 

PUnnId  C 

The  whole  of  the  built-up  area  is  regularly  scavenged  and  in 
some  districts  this  is  carried  out  daily, 

kefuse  in  the  town  is  collected  tvi/ice  weekly  and  in  the  rural 
areas  once  a fortnight.  The  refuse  is  deposited  at  a dump  at  the 
Borough  boundary  which  is  regularly  treated,  for  rodent  infestation. 
It  was  treated  with  D.D.T.  three  times  during  the  summer  to  deal 
V'/ith  fly  production, 

.jISInF^GTIOM, 

Twelve  premises  were  fumigated  after  cases  of  infectious, 
diseases,  and  in  connection  with  Infantile  Paralysis,  the  cinema, 
three  schools  and  over  1,000  library  books  ¥\/ere  fumigated, 

Ivi-TS  .i-ikP  .LtilGA.  ' ; 

A regular  survey  is  made  for  any  rodent  infestation  and  during 
the  year  43  minor  infestations  on  the  Council  property  and  in 
dwelling-  houses  were  dealt  with.  The-  refuse  tip  and  sewers  are 
dealt  with  as  a matter  of  routine. 
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iTO'IS.a\!'Ci-iS. 

32  nuisances  and  complaints  were  investigated  and  remedied 
as  a result  of  informal  action. 


PUBLIC  CQiWlNIliC^S. 

There  are  seven  Public  Conveniences  serving  the  district 
and  a new  one  is  in  the  course  of  erection  adjoining  the  bus  depot 
at  Cobbs  hell. 


SUCTION  D, 


HOUSING, 

During  the  year  six  new  Council  houses  were  completed  and 
ocGupiedj  also  eighteen  temporary  dwellirgs  at  the  iixlm ill  Gamp, 
and  in  addition  tvw  houses  v/ere  erected  privatelj^  This  brings 
the  total  number  of  houses  completed  since  the  end  of  the  vi/ar  to 
43  Council  houses  with  ten  private  and  eighteen  temporary  dwellings. 
One  house  was  closed  as  unfit  for  occupation  during  the  year,  a 
second  house  was  extensively  repaireo.  and  a third  house  is  under 
consideration. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  housing  list  is  130, 


SUCTIOn 

iJjBPBCTIOB:  x-xm)  SUPBt:VISIGi.'  OB  NQCO, 


iViIL.i>.o 

The.re  were  nineteen  milk  producers  of  whom  four  were  also 
retailers.  In  addition  there  were  two  retailers  who  were  not 
producers.  Nine  inspection  visits  were  made  to  farms  and  five 
visits  to  the  two  non-producing'  retailers, 

FOOD, 

The  town  me:- 1 supply?-  is  obtained  from  the  Central  Slaughter 
House  at  St, Austell,  Sixteen  inspections  were  made  of  the  various 
food  shops,  eleven  inspections  of  cafes  and  eight  of  hotels.  The 
follov\fing  items  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumptions - 
Plaice  70  lbs,,  Veal  24  lbs,,  Pork  36  lbs,,  Beef 160  lbs.  Cake  60  lbs. 
Tins  Meat  46,  and  Tins  Vegetables  60, 

Five  visits  were  made  'to  the  two  premises  where  ice-cream 
is  manufactured.  Samples  from  various  retailers  were  taxen  and  at 
the  beginning  a considerable  proportion  belonged  to  the  lowest  group. 
AS  the  season  went  on  most  retailers  attained  Group  1,  the  highest 
category. 
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S3GTI0N  F. 

PruijV.,LJNG8  OF,  x-.rDGOI'^I.OL  QV8R  I^JGT lOUS 
^Jip  GTKGK  DlSiilrx^So 

The  following  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were 
receiveds- 


hateAjOOO  Population. 


Disease,  Nuniber  of  Fowey.  dngland  3:  Wales 

Gases  

1949, 

1948,  1949.  1949. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

2 

0,47 

0.92 

1,63 

measles. 

99 

1.43 

45,5 

8.95 

Acute  Poliomyelitis, 

8 

- 

3,68 

0,13 

Pneumonia, 

1 

0,46 

0,80 

It  will  be  noticed  that  measles  was  very  prevalent* 

This  disease  is  nomaally  epidemic  every  second,  year.  The  major 
feature  of  the  year  was  the  outbreak  of  acute  poliomyelitis.  There 
were  eight  cases  with  one  death.  All  known  practical  measures  of 
prevention  were  taken  but  much  requires  to  be  learned  of  the  mode 
of  transmission  of  this  crippling’  disease  and  intensive  investigation 
is  at  present  in  progress, 

DIPriTHlliX.-.  HiD/iUiM'ISnTIQH, 


Lvi:UhISx.TIOi:  IN  ItiiLAriON  TO  TKS  GUILD  POPULATION.  _ 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  children  who  had 
cov-ipleted  a full  course  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  up  to 
31st,  Dec embe r , 1949 s - 


Total 

:.ge  at>- 31. 12,49  Under  1 1 2 , 3 4 5 - 9 10  -14  Under 

i^e^_b^:aL.in  year.  1949>  1948, 1.9_47 .1946. 1945 0.940^44 >1935«.3a= — — 


Number  immunised.  2 - 19  2,1 12  11 

Estimated  mid-year 

child  population.  Children  under  Five. 

163. 


6 


242 


3.3 


Percentage , 


39.7 


18.0 
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It  is  considered  tiia,t  tiie  above  fi£,ures  whicli  are  obtained 
from  Doctors’  returns  give  an  underestimate  of  the  true  number 
protected,  Figures  obtained  from  the  District  Nurse  indicate  that 
78%  of  children  under  five  years  are  protected. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  table  gives  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of 
cases  and  deaths  for  1949, 


1 Y-  ^ li*.  Lu  IL.  Im.  IL. 

45  - 54 ___  „ „ _ „ „ _ 

55  - 64 !i_ 

65  - 7ec “ _ _ J 

Dver75 ^ ^ „ _ 


Total,  210  1 10  0 0 
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Fx.CTQl^IllS  ^CTS,  1937. 

1.  li'TSPlGTIOi'iS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Fo.  on  Written  Occupiers 

lLef:latar.^ns^ecMonii.,  _ji0_tic_e,s.  .Pro.secuted. 


(1)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2 ,3 ,4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  11  11 

■ L QC  a 1 Auth  or  i t ie  s . 

( ii) FactQries  not  included 
in  (i)  in  vi/liich  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 



( iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  ..uthority  (in-  - 

cludinp/  out  workers*  premises’) 

Total,  11  11 


Number  of 

lumber  of  cases  in 

cases  in 

' which  defects  were 

which 

prosecutions 

Referred 

were 

To  H.ho  3y  H.iu, 

instituted. 

Fou.nd.Ji£j:iedied.  Inspector.  Inspector  .. 
Want  of  Cleanliness 


xsoi 


Over-crowd  inp:(  s.  2) 
Unreasona.ble  Tenp- 

:l 


Inadequate  Vent- 


Ine f f ect ive  dra inage 

:ail-FlP.2rs,_L^l 

Sa  ni t a r y G o nve  nie  nc  e s 

fa -I  imuffc-^*r 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

d.e  feet  ive - 

(c)  not  separate 

for  sexes 

Other  offences  a^joinst 


..ct  (not  including 
oiiences  relating  to 
Outwoi'k ) 


Total 


■ 


L'. 


Jr 


t V..-; 


^..■vr>.; 


